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FIRST STEPS IN THE MIDDLE EAST - HOW CONCERNS ABOUT
COMMUNISM AND ORIENTALIST PERCEPTIONS SHAPED U.S. POLICY
TOWARDS IRAN IN THE 1950S

GRIN Verlag. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 60 pages. Dimensions: 8.3in. x 5.8in. x 0.2in.Seminar
paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Miscellaneous, printed single-sided, grade: 1, 3, Free
University of Berlin (John F. Kennedy Institut), course: Rise to Power: US Foreign Policy in the 20th Century, 24
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: No area seems to be of more importance in the field of
foreign policy and diplomatic history today than the so called Middle East. The continuing clashes between
Israeli forces and Palestinian suicide bombers, the diEicult challenge of stabilizing a newly elected government
in Iraq and the growing tension between Iran and the international community concerning the issue of nuclear
power are just a few examples which illustrate the urgency to look at origins of these conflicts. As an example
for this essay, I have chosen the case of Iran. I will focus on the very beginning of the involvement of the United
States in the Middle East, and I will demonstrate what kind of issues and perceptions played an essential role in
the determination of U. S. policy towards Iran. Although I do not attempt to find causes for the current
situation, some of the factors I will identify in this essay might also serve as an explanation for the current
conflict with Iran. Yet, this is not my primary intention and further research and empirical data will be required
to investigate connections to the contemporary situation with Iran. However, I will argue that the way US
policymakers viewed their Iranian counterparts did not change fundamentally for many decades at least
regarding the country of Iran if not more countries in the Middle East. I downplay this aspect because a lot
more research is needed to support this argument and...
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