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de Gruyter Mouton, 01.01.1999., 1999. gebunden. Book Condition: Neu. The subject of this Handbook is special
languages. It deals with the following topics from various perspectives: their systematic constitution, their uses
in oral and written (specialized) texts within the pragmatic framework of specialized (and non-specialized)
communication, their lexicological arrangement in dictionaries and data banks and, finally, their investigation
in the past and present. The reason for the emergence of special languages is generally sought in the
specialization of human activities brought about by the division of labour, and by linguistic communication
about these activities. Initially, special languages developed in connection with the acquisition of food and the
satisfying of other basic needs, the manufacture and naming or description of tools and implements. In this
early phase, special language is to an extent identical to specialized vocabulary and phraseology. It is possible
to speak of crafts and their special languages as soon as people no longer satisfy only their own needs, but
when whole social (professional) groups make their living primarily through specialized activities and through
barter and trade. The need for specialized communication leads to the creation of special text types. With the
rise of technology, the special languages of crafts are integrated into the modern special languages of
technology. The decicive phase in this development was the Industrial Revolution (18th/19th centuries). Since
then, a tremendous expansion of terminology has occurred in the special languages of technology, and the
range of specialized text types has also considerably increased. The special languages of the natural sciences
emerged after the abandonment of learned Latin (16th/17th centuries). In these sciences the great discoveries
of the 19th century brought about an expansion of special language use. The same is true of the humanities
and the social sciences from the end of the 19th century...
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