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scholars even more than the poets and philosophers of ancient Greece and Rome regarded the rule of the stars
over human destiny as an indisputable fact, entering into their every conception of the universe. Theologians
credited the stars with a power second only to that of God. Astrology offered a reasoned explanation of an
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traces the development of medieval conceptions of astrology from the fifth through fifteenth centuries,
highlighted by the twelfth centurys sudden revival of Aristotelian and Arabic learning, which heralded the
scholastic age. It places particular emphasis on the conflict between ecclesiastical doctrine, inherited from the
ancient church, and the growing demands of Arabic science. Enlightening interpretations of astrological
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