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Servicel Summary: "A kick.Reading [Cora's]'journals, as she reawakens, finds a friend and a paramour, and
plots her escape, is a hoot." - The New York Times "Tough-edged Cora Sledge, 82, is a reluctant resident of The
Palisades nursing home-a 'prison [where] your only crime is you lived too long.' Her tell-all journal, recounting
dramas at the home (thefts, love affairs, rivalries) and a tragedy buried in her past, is profane, harrowing,
comical-and Cora's voice is spot-on." - AARP Magazine " Breaking out of Bedlam is a fun-and inspiring-read,
that proves you're never too old to really start living." - Instinct magazine "Larson has drawn a winning
character in Cora . . . a Confederate Stone Angel, with our Hagar as template. Like Hagar, she is rude, crude,
arrogant, and totally without apology-and readers should admire her for it" - The Hamilton Spectator
(Canada) "Delightful . .. Larson injects a jolt of liveliness into the bleak setting of an assisted living home, thanks
to the obstinate and crass narrator, 82-year-old Cora Sledge. . . . Cora's machinations-sometimes wily,
sometimes curious, always funny-and her lovable crustiness give this plenty of heart and humor." - Publishers
Weekly "Heartwarming and funny, with nary a slip into sentimentality." - Kirkus Reviews "Leslie Larson is a
writer of tales that are hilarious and heartbreaking at once-no easy feat, but the mark of great storytelling. She
writes with an intimate eye and heart about citizens so familiar to the American landscape, we don't even see
them." -Sandra Cisneros , author of The House on Mango Street "Leslie Larson has created an original in Cora
Sledge. Overweight with secrets, tough as she is ill, Cora is about to spill the beans on...
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